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April 2023 


So Many Activities! Are YOU involved? 


Items of Interest in this edition 


ARRL Membership Benefits p. 1 
Upcoming Events - Calhoun, 
Athens, Forsyth D2 


More Upcoming Events - Atlanta, 
Savannah & HamCram 

Ham Radio at our Schools 

GA POTA Day 

Georgia Death Race 

ARES Info, Award, Hamfest 
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4/15-16/23 - POTA Support your Parks Weekend 
4/22/23 - Calhoun Hamfest 


4/29/23 - Savannah Area Swap Meet & Card 
Check 


4/29-30/23 - Gwinnet HamCram - General 
https://www.gars.orq/gars/ 


4/29-30/23 - N1D / UGA/Athens RC Event 


5/13/23 - Forsyth Tailgate/Swap Meet 


httos://barnesvillega.net/forsyth-georgia-ham-tailgate-and- 
swap-meet/ 


6/3/23 - Atlanta Hamfest www.atlantahamfest.org 


Georgia on My Mind is a monthly newsletter of 
the ARRL, Georgia Section, highlighting the activi- 
ties of Amateur Radio Operators and Clubs within 
the State. 


To submit pictures, articles, or notices, please 
email the editor Karen Spradlin, K4LJS, at 


GeorgiaSectionARRL@gmail.com before the 5th 


of each month. 


To see previous issues of Georgia on My Mind: 
https://drive. qoogle.com/drive/folders/1f6WBBhYzN-4Z- 
D69x0ceGIIPqCquIWI1?usp=share_link 


ARRL Membership Benefits 


Did you know that ARRL Membership includes 
online access to four magazines, each with its 
own unique content. Check them out at 
http://www.arrl.org/arrl-magazines? 
zs=M5Mpl&_zl=1VCU2 


Members can also enjoy these magazines on 
your mobile device with the ARRL Magazines 
app for iOS, Android, or Amazon Kindle. 


You will have access to information, learning, 
programs & services to help you get (and stay) 
active and on the air. 


The Learning Center provides ARRL members 
with additional online instruction and training for 
getting on the air, emergency communications, 
and electronics and technology. 


This year’s official Field Day Logo!! 
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Upcoming Events 


26th Annual Calhoun, Georgia 


HAMFEST 
2023 iin 


The Cherokee Capital Amateur Radio Society 
is pleased to sponsor our annual HAMFEST 
Browse the vendors. Sell unneeded gear for extra cash! 
Find that perfect addition for your rig. 


VE TESTING—1llam 


Techniclan, General, & Extra 
Please bring ID & FRN.Must have valid emall 
Testing Fee: $15 


ADDRESS DIRECTIONS 

Hill City Baptist Church From I-75 Southbound: 

1411 Hill City Rd NW Take Exit 326 (Carbondale Rd). 

Resaca, GA. Turn right and travel 4 miles to the site on the left 
From I-75 Northbound: 

TALK-IN 


Take Exit 320 (Resaca), Turn Left 


443.675 + PL 100 ; 
Travel 3.7 miles to Coal Rd 


146.685- PL 167.9 


Turn right onto Coal Rd. 
146.745- PL 100 


Travel 0.7 miles to the site on the right. 


CONTACT Felton Floyd, AF4DN / af4dn@arri net / 770-324-9859 /K4WOC.com 


Forsyth, GA Ham Tail Gate 
& Swap Meet 
Saturday May 13, 2023 


https://barnesvillega.net/forsyth-qeorgia- 
ham-tailgqate-and-swap-meet/ 


This event will again be held in 
Forsyth, Georgia at the Monroe 
County Recreational Complex at 
100 Dan Pitts Drive, which is just 
off of I-75 exit 188, across the in- 
terstate from the GPSTC training 
center. 


The event will run from 9:00 am — 
2:00 pm with the park opening up 
at 8:00 am. Some Food/Drinks will 
be available for purchase. This is a 
very nice complex with plenty of 
parking for all attendees. No alco- 
hol or pets are permitted in the 
complex. Please bring your own 
tables if necessary. Electricity will 
be available at the adjacent Pavil- 
ions #3 & #4 for any testing of 
equipment, with limitations. 


A map of the complex is available 
on the website. Talk-in will be on 
the Barnesville repeater, 147.225, 
no tone. 


Round up your treasures and at- 
tend this event! 


| can be reached at 770-358-2789 
or NSFBI@ARRL.NET 
Tim 


Athens Radio Club With Winter Field Day in the rearview mirror, we now look forward to 


athensradioclub.org 


our next event, N1D, a 24 hour event held on the University of Geor- 
gia campus to promote the hobby. 


The Athens Radio Club, in conjunction with the UGA Amateur Radio 
Club, will be hosting the 2nd Annual N1D event. Due to construction 
at Sanford Stadium this spring, we are not allowed access to the sta- 
dium, but will instead be operating between Tate Center and UGA 


Bookstore, in the shadows of the stadium, at The Tate North Lawn. Thank you to the UGA ARC for secur- 


ing the location, and for helping to promote the event. 


The event will run from Saturday morning, 29Apr23 (9:00am setup) until after lunch on Sunday, 30Apr23. 


We understand it is early, but signup is now active HERE, and it's never too early to promote our 
events. Feel free to promote the event thorough your own social media. We welcome hams, those inter- 
ested in becoming a ham, and those that have nothing better to do that weekend. Please note, we are 
asking for your tag/license plate number so we can provide a list to UGA Parking Services to allow for free 
parking in the Tate Deck. If you don't provide a tag number, you will be subject to UGA parking rules/fees. 


Upcoming Events 


Atlanta Hamfest accepting nominations 
for this year’s Hamfest Awards 


The 2023 Atlanta Hamfest is a few months away, 
make plans to attend and support this event, June 
3rd at Jim Miller Park in Cobb County. 


If you know an individual or club that deserves 
recognition for their efforts on behalf of amateur 
radio here in Georgia and want to nominate them 
for a 2023 Atlanta Hamfest Award, don’t delay. 
Nominations close April 25th. 


There are three Awards available - Educator of 
the Year, Georgia Club of the Year Award, Ama- 
teur of the Year Award. Nomination forms are 
available at, www.atlantahamfest.com. 


Forms may be submitted using the following meth- 
ods: Email awards@atlantaradioclub.org ; U.S. 
Postal Mail: Atlanta Radio Club Attn: Hamfest 
Awards Committee. 227 Sandy Springs Place 
Suite D-306, Sandy Springs, GA 30328. Thank you 
and please address any questions to: 


awards @atlantaradioclub.org 


Savannah Area Swap Meet, 
Hamfest & Card Checking 


Date: 04/29/2023 

Location: Savannah Hilton Head Regional Airport 
Recreation Building, Crossroads Parkway 
Savannah, GA 31401 


Website: http://coastalamateurradiosociety.net/ 


wpW4LHSblog/?page id=1155 
Sponsor: Coastal Amateur Radio Society 


Type: ARRL Hamfest 

Talk-In: 442.70 no tone 

Public Contact: Lowell Rieger , NY4D 
Phone: 912-944-7272 

Email: ny4d@arrl.net 


Steve DeWeil, KE4WI, will be available for Card 
Checking 

Day Phone: (912) 805-9629 

deweil@aim.com 


Amateur Radio General License 
Ham Cram 2-day Class, Lawrenceville, GA 


Description: 

GARS GENERAL LICENSE HAM CRAM CLASS 
WHEN: Saturday 4/29/2023 and Sunday 
4/30/2023; 8:00am to 4:00pm each day, exams 
start at 4:00pm Sunday (this is a CLOSED exam 
session, only open to registered students of the 
class). 


WHERE: EAA 690 Hangar, Gwinnett County Air- 
port — Briscoe Field, 690 Airport Rd, Lawrenceville, 
GA 30046 


MORE INFO: To register for our 2-day HamCram 
Class, use our registration form on http://gars.org. 
Pre-registration is REQUIRED. No Walk-ins_ac- 
cepted. This fee is non-refundable. Our $25 fee 
covers the class and lunch both days, and the ex- 
am fee for the exam given Sunday at 4:00pm. 
Lunch will be brought in to save time. 


We will be using the Ham Radio School General 
License Study Guide for this class. You can pur- 
chase the study guide locally at Ham Radio Outlet 
in Doraville, or purchase the book online at 
HamRadioSchool.com. 


We encourage you to at least look over the materi- 
al in a study book and take some practice tests. 
We will go over every question in the question pool 
during the class, but remember that the test will 
only be 35 multiple choice questions. If you get 26 
out of the 35 questions correct, you will pass the 
test. We suggest that you take some practice tests 
prior to the class to familiarize yourself with the 
question format and some of the material. Go to 
our exam page for sample online tests towards the 
bottom. 


Lanierland ARC 


Excellent 
presenta- 
tion by 
K4SDM 
on SOTA! 


Radio in our Schools 


Amateur Radio Club of Columbia Count 


We had a great lime a ni Erep t peat Wu 


ing! Students pape 
participated in § 
a fox hunt, Be 
and spoke to Bape 
several area ge 


ticipated! On Ns. El Da ae i 
site at the school: Rachel KO4HLC, David 
WA6TWF, Robert KN4KQJ, Dave KO4LDS, and 
Dan N4MI. 


On the radio (10 meters): 
JC W4QK, Joel K1CQ, Bill WK4F, Marion KO4N- 
SY, & Jerry WA4NH\J. 


We're looking forward to more events to prepare 
the students for their ham radio contact with an 
astronaut on the ISS. 


W4LMS School Club Roundup 
Feb 13-17, 2023 


We have much to celebrate from our week: 

e We had 20 Ramblers on the air this week, but 
we also had several behind the scenes that 
were not on the air, but were equally im- 
portant: they served as computer operators 
and were important to our contest this week. 

e The 25 students that participated this week 
marks the largest number of Ramblers who 
have ever participated in our School Club 
Roundup! 

e Our total number of states, 493 contacts and 
113, 390 points are new W4LMS records for 
either session of School Club Roundup. 

e Our goal was to make 25 contacts per hour 
(we averaged 24.9 for the week). At one point 
early in the week, our students were averag- 
ing more than 50 contacts per hour for more 
than 2 hours! 


| am so proud of our students and what they ac- 

complished this week. However | know that noth- 

ing would be accomplished without so many peo- 
ple: 

e Our Custodians who, operating shorthanded, 
opened the building for us every day 

e Our Lunch Ladies who fed our students 

e Our Secretaries who answered questions and 
called students 

e OurTeachers who gave permission to our stu- 
dents to participate and hold our students to 
high standards 

e Our Parents who celebrated with us! 

e Our Ham community's support, specifically 
the four men who gave more than 100 hours 
of volunteer time among them to help us: Matt 
Holleman, Tony Hughes, Allen Padgett, & 
Jack Thompson 

e Our administrators who fully support our stu- 
dents at LMS 

e My wife, Sharon, who supports us (but wishes 
the contest weeks would be moved) 


Current Total Time on-air: 20 hrs, 16min 
Current Total Contacts: 493 

Current Claimed Score: 113,390 

Current Foreign Countries Contacted: 23 
States / Canadian Provinces Contacted: 50 
(45 STATES AND 5 CANADIAN PROVINCES!!) 


Jody Carter, W4LWC, LaFayette Middle School 


What a great weekend of Parks on the Air (POTA) 
activity in Georgia!! Congrats to all the Activators 
and Hunters for making this thing a success. It will 
take some time to sort out the numbers and we 
may need more processor power due to the level 
of activity. | reviewed the Slack channel and saw 
there were spots for 48 of the 50 Georgia State 
Parks. Pretty darn good. 
73 de Claude Ray, AC4SH 
Had a blast today activating at Tallulah Gorge 
State Park and Unicoi State Park. | got setup at 
Tallulah around 10AM in an empty parking lot. By 
the time | left, | think | could have sold my parking 
spot. The place was packed. On the other hand, 
Unicoi had far fewer folks and the parking lot | set- 
up in remained almost empty the entire time | was 
there. Hoping this state park activation event can 
be repeated this fall. Thanks to all who made it 
possible. 
Jim Otey, KB4AHI 
| think we managed in the neighborhood of 125 
contacts on Saturday from K-2175, Ft. McAllister. 
We were focused on outreach as well so this score 
is not exactly a big one. But we had fun, good fel- 
lowship, and managed to boogie from the park be- 
fore the storm line came through. Had a few folks 
drop by and of course, we must be good POTA 
ambassadors. Around 3ish, decided to break camp 
and left the park. As soon as we loaded our vehi- 
cles, the thunder started! Good timing!! 
Philip Neidlinger, KA4KOE 


K-2193 m 
Panola Mountai 


K-2173 


F.D. Roosevelt 


| Fort McAllister 


miWest Georgia Ama- 


teur Radio Society 


K-2194 
Red Top Mountain 


2023 Georgia State POTA Exercise 


2023 GA ARES POTA JF 

RADIOGRAM EXERCISE Wy K-2166 

- Amicalola Falls 
| conducted an exercise to allow everyone acti- ) KO4ZRB, KN4TCF 
vating or participating in the GA ARES POTA ex- §& : 

ercise on April 1** and 2™ to practice the use of 
Radiograms that are relayed and delivered 
through the National Traffic System (NTS) Nets, 


Winlink or Direct. 


We had the following participation: 

Those that responded were Billy-KG4SZS, Hank- 
K4HYJ, Felton-AF4DN, Teri-KO4WFP, Ken- 
WD4ERM, Bill-W4VDI, Derek-KQ4ALK and Da- 
vid-AK4EM. These operators reported 5 park ac- 
tivations; K-2198, K-2176, K-2195, K-7464 and K 
-2186. 


| received 9 reports with 1 email, 2 using the Win- 
link Radiogram format, 2 Radiograms using the 
interactive ARRL Radiogram form and 4 Radio- 
grams utilizing the National Traffic System (NTS) 
through Traffic Nets for to send traffic throughout 
the United States in a short period of time to de- 
liver Emergency, Priority, Health and Welfare and 
Routine messages. 


Another resource is YouTube, search for NTS i = 
Radiogram. The list will include several NTS Ra- = aS | Cae re K-2171 
diogram videos as well as Winlink Radiograms \ Cl ee Don Carter SP 
completion and delivery methods. ‘ 


We appreciate all that participated in the POTA 
event as well as those that took time to send ra- 
diograms via various delivery methods as men- 
tioned above. 


| invite anyone that is interested in gaining 

knowledge concerning Radiograms and the Na- KB4AHI 
tional Traffic System to send an email to KN4NZK 
kn4qi@arrl.net . The National Traffic System us- : 

es the Radiogram format and various forms. 


Pi KO4AWB, WX4GMA, 
—~ KI4ASK, N2FEP, 
___ KY4BX, KN7GIG 


Georgia State POTA Exercise 
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POTA on a bike! 


Southern 
Ocean 


KK4Z 


K-2204, Unicoi 
KT4LS, NG4DX, K4SJR, N4NGA, KO4QBC 


Unicoi State Park 
Day Use Hours 7 am- 10 pm 


ae GA State Park Pass Required 
>] Anna Ruby Falls Pass NOT Valid 


The iconic Georgia Death Race is a 74ish-mile trail 
running race from Byron Herbert Reece Farm in 
Blairsville, Ga to Amicalola Falls State Park. Run- 
ners are required to carry a 1 Ib railroad spike for 
the duration of the race. The race has 16,000 ft of 
climbing and 16,000 ft of descent. It is relentless. 
The race has been called the "craziest and most 
fun race East of the Rockies". It continues to be 
the most watched, sought-after and desired ultra 
marathon on the East Coast. Come be part of the 
legendary course and see if you can be one of the 
60% who actually finishes the race. 


Frank Dean, K4SJR, gets a list of runners from the 
race director the week of the race. He then takes 
this list of runners and puts it into a spreadsheet. 
There are Radio Communicators set up at all Aid 
Stations to get the bib numbers from each runner. 
Bib numbers are collected and entered into the 
spreadsheet. That spreadsheet is processed using 
Winlink and transmitted via Packet & VARA. By 
doing this all 350 runners can be tracked through- 
out the race. 


A special thanks to the Amateur Radio Operators 
who manned 11 different locations, setup in the 
woods running on battery and/or solar, in order to 
track these runners over a 24 hour period. 


Off-site Weather 
Al4ZV — Rial Sloan 
Start 


KT4LS - Lee Stone 


Aid Station #1 White Oak 
manned by Murray County hams 
K4HYJ - Hank Blackwood 
KN4DLT - Brian Freeman 
KN4KBL - Carter Grant 


Aid Station #2 Mulky Gap 

manned by Union County (N. GA TriState) hams 
KE4SU - Bill Spencer 

KN4DOG - Rick Maddox 

KM4AVA - Rob Medwed 

KE4SUH - Kelly Spencer 


Aid Station #3 Skeenah Gap 

manned by Bartow & Pickens County hams 
WA4QYY - Charles Evans 

NG4DX — Ricky Bramlett 

N4RAH -— Rick Hillstead 


Aid Station #4 Point Bravo 
manned by Cherokee County hams 
KY4KP - Chad Cone 
KM4ZHZ — Jonathan Price 
KO4RKF — Don Bachand 
KO4SAO — David Landers 
KO4UQF - Bill Sangster 
KQ4ANT — Devin Wheeler 
KQ4GFX — Justin Kier 
WAALIK — Robin Gilmer 
WB9GFA — Stan Ham 
WX4WCS — Cody Skinner 


Aid Station #5 Sapling Gap 
manned by Fannin County hams 
KK4NTE — Joe Owens 

W4HBS - Bret Smith 


Aid Station #6 Long Creek 

manned by Gwinnett County area hams 
AB4NX — Larry Whited 

KO4QBC - Chris Beals 

KE4JLL — Bob Herrin 

KE4ZX — Jim Hadder 


Aid Station #7 Winding Stair 
manned by Jasper Radio Club hams 
K4SJR — Frank Dean 

KN4DLE - Bill Largin 

NG4DX — Ricky Bramlett 

N4RAH -— Rick Hillstead 

W4JNR — Murdock Gragg 


Aid Station #8 Jake Bull 
manned by Gordon County hams 
AF4DN - Felton Floyd 

KR40S — Richard Matthews 


Aid Station #9 Nimblewill 
W1JKU - Rob Bruderer 


Aid Station #10 Finish 
manned by the Ellijay Radio Club 
(Gilmer County) hams 
KK4NTC - David Ross 
KK5USA - Roger Kirchgasler 
KO4FLA - Kent Zellinger 
KO4FKZ - Lorrie Zellinger 
NE4T - Warren Walker 
KG5NOE - Red Lyons 
N4FXZ - Rick Bennett 
N4AIR - Paul Russell 
KM4QQI — Robert Collins 


Georgia Death Race 


A video was made by Cherokee County, of their 
time working this race. 
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Dots, Dashes & Tidbits 


QRZ Jumpstart Program is Extended Through 
June 30th 


QRZ, RT Systems and GigaParts have teamed up 
to offer a more sustainable program for new hams 
who have been licensed for 6 months or less. The 
new program offers a coupon code to the new ham 
that gives them a QRZ-1 radio, programming ca- 
ble, RT Systems programming software, New Ham 
Welcome Kit, and a QRZ membership for ONLY 
$21.99! 


This program is available to amateur radio opera- 
tors licensed in 
the USA and EX- 
PIRES JUNE 30, 
2023, or while 
supplies last. 


WHAT'S INCLUDED: 
“EXPLORER ORZ-1 HANOHELS RADIO 
+ PROGRAMMING CABLE 


To signup, new 
hams should com- 


* RT SYSTEMS PROGRAMMING SOFTWARE 
* PREMIUM QRZ SUBSCRIPTION 


tion process ati 
www.qrz.com/ 


jumpstart 21. 


* FOR QUALIFYING N 


Georgia Section Nets 


ARES Phone & 
Digital Nets 
Note: GA ARES Net information can be found at 
gaares.org — Select Nets & Frequencies 


Georgia Section 
ARES Net: 
Section Net Manager — Frank Hobbs, KN4QJ 
kn4qi@arrl.net 
Net control operator — Frank Hobbs, KN4QJ 
Alt. net control operator — Jim Altman, W4UCK 


Georgia Section ARES Digital Nets: 


Section Digital Net Manager, Don Jones, K4GO 
k4go@arrl.net 
Digital Team Leaders also serve as net control operators. 


Winlink Team Lead, Russell Prevost, AB4QQ 
Net control operators: Brian Freeman KN4DLT, Mark 
Bell N7GRB, Bill Hall K9HRO 


PSK & Traffic Nets Team Lead, Del Davis, W4DEL 
Net control operators: Bob Garza K4TLG, Don Jones 
K4GO Ken Wallis KM4HOS, Richard Austin W4BYT 


D-RATS Net Team Lead, Hank Blackwood, K4HYJ 

Net control operators: Rial Sloan Al4ZV, Brian Free- 
man KN4DLT, Ed Walraven KM4IOA, Carter Grant 

KN4KBL 


South Georgia Amateur Radio Club 


Hear Ye! Hear Ye! Gather ‘round and pay heed to 
the news of this day! 

Let there be revelry & celebration for yet another 
SKCC member has advanced to the Prefix Px1 
level of SKCC achievement !!! 


Ken Elsberry, WD4ERM, SKCC# 1812, has 
achieved the coveted SKCC member achievement 
known far and wide as the Prefix Px1 award. The 
Prefix Px1 award is earned by SKCC members 
working a set of unique prefixes. The sum of 
whose skcc member numbers must exceed 
500,000. 


Ken's log & application were submitted to the Pre- 
fix Administrator on 06-Apr-2023. The Prefix 
award Analysis Team performed an exhaustive 
review of the submitted documentation. The pro- 
cess confirmed that all of the required contacts 
had indeed been made with established SKCC 
prefix subsequent to Ken's SKCC join date. 


Having submitted a log and sworn statement, both 
of which have survived the intense tests used by 
the Prefix administrator, Ken Elsberry, WD4ERM, 
is duly proclaimed to be SKCC Prefix Px1. The 
Master Prefix List has been duly scribed where all 
SKCC Members may reflect upon and pay tribute 
to this momentous achievement. 


**This award is effective as of O000Z 
on 12-Apr-2023.** 


Congratulations to: Ken Elsberry, WD4ERM, 
SKCC# 1812, Prefix #591 Px1. 

Duly approved, recorded, and published. 

| set forth my hand and key on 11-Apr-2023 
Ron Bower, AC2C 

SKCC 2748S SKCC Prefix Administrator 


A.R.E.S. Monthly Report for March 2023 
Number of DECs/ECs reporting - 49 
Number of ARES nets - 1614 
Nets with NTS liaison - 5 


Number of Exercises & 
Training Sessions - 588 (3008 hrs.) 


Number of Public Service events - 28 (743 hrs.) 
Number of Emergency Operations - 4 (12 hrs.) 
Number of SkyWarn Operations - 51 (405 hrs.) 


Total of Exercises & Events 671 
Total of person hours 4167 


